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Prelude     O Master Let Me Walk   Patricia Deibert, organ; Frank Harrington, trumpet                                                                                                                                                              
 
Welcome and Territorial Acknowledgment 
We are grateful to gather on the land of Treaty 6 territory and for the care of this land through 
the centuries. We are all Treaty people.  
 
We are proud to be on the Affirming Ministry journey. 
 
Call to Worship 

When we come to worship, 
It is prayer. 
When we share our lives with one another, 
It is prayer. 
When we support one another, 
It is prayer. 
When we share our concerns, our gratitude, and our work, 
It is prayer. 
Let us celebrate all that God gives us, 
 As we pray together, love one another, and breathe in God together.  
 
Hymn    VU 374, Come and Find the Quiet Centre                 Blandine Norman, Anne Stephenson 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
 (light the candle) May the spark of Christ shine in you. 
 
Call to Action from  STW’s  Church and Society Committee      Helen Smith-McIntyre 
 
Calls to Action 43 and 44 from the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission are 
about the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. They read as follows: 
 



We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to fully adopt and 
implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework 
for reconciliation. 
We call upon the Government of Canada to develop a national action plan, strategies, and other 
concrete measures to achieve the goals of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 
A similar call is included in the Report from the Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls and 2SLGBTQQIA people. In 2016, the United Church of Canada agreed to use 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for 
reconciliation. But it has taken a very long time for the Government of Canada to, first of all sign 
onto the declaration at the United Nations and then to accept to implement UNDRIP by making 
all Canadian legislation consistent with the declaration.  
 
There have been three bills before the House of Commons, one brought forward by MP Romeo 
Saganash was defeated at second reading in 2015.  A second bill, Bill C262, also introduced by MP 
Saganash, died on the floor of the Senate on World Indigenous Day, June 20, 2019.   
 
And now, we have Bill C-15, a bill introduced to the House of Commons by the Government on 
December 3, 2020.  The United Church of Canada has not yet offered support for this bill because 
the National Indigenous Council of the United Church is calling for more consultation.  The 
National Indigenous Council has sent a brief to the Government saying: 
 
“We were disappointed to see that in the process that led to Bill C-15, there was not broad or 
deep community consultation. Because of that, and because of our own inability to consult within 
our communities, we have decided that we as the National Indigenous Council of the United 
Church cannot at this time make an informed statement either in support of or against Bill C-15.” 
 
Accepting the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a framework for all 
legislation and policies in Canada will be a huge change for all of us and will affect positively how 
we relate, as Indigenous peoples and settler/colonizer peoples in this country.  Bill C-15 is 
important, UNDRIP is important, please take time to read, discuss and understand what this is all 
about, just as the National Indigenous Council of the United Church is asking for time to study, 
discuss and understand. 
 
We must pay attention to this call from the National Indigenous Council of our church. 
 
“We are Indigenous Peoples and Nations, not a single group nor a select organization. We must all 
be present in the process of consultation and cooperation that the Bill foresees. We hope that 
you will respect our ways of decision-making.” 
 
 



Prayer for Grace  
Merciful God, we would rather stop your Spirit when she leads us to familiar places, people, 
ideas, and situations. 
We would rather choose how your Spirit comes, and receive the gifts we believe we deserve. 
Help us to remember tht your Spirit os a gift, freely given to each of us for the common good. 
Help us to trust the Spirit’s leading. ( a time of silent prayer). Amen. 
 
Hymn    MV 24, Breath of God, Breath of Peace                                        Mary Lou Beck                            
 

A Reading of  Psalm 1 

1Blessed are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, who refuse to associate with 
wrongdoers, or even to sit with people who mock and belittle others.  

2but their delight is in the law of God, and on that law they meditate day and night.  

3They are like trees planted by streams of water, yielding their fruit in its season. Their leaves do 
not wither.  

In all that they do, they prosper.  

4The wicked are not so, but are like the chaff, driven away by the wind.   

5 They won’t have roots to anchor them when judgment comes, nor will corrupt individuals be 
given a place at the Gathering of the Just.  

6for God watches over the way of those who do justice, but those on a path of violence and 
injustice will find themselves lost.  

A Reading from John 17: 6 - 21 

6”I have manifested your name to those you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given 
me does indeed come from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and 
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you. 9I am asking on their behalf; I 
am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  

11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  
Creator, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. 13But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out 
of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  



17 Consecrate them. Make them holy through the truth- for your word is truth. 18As you have sent 
me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  For their sakes I consecrate myself, so that 
they also may be consecrated in the truth. I don’t pray for them alone; I pray that all may be one, 
as you, Abba, are in me, and I in you.  

 
Reflection     “Sent Out in Jesus’ Name” 
 
Sometimes the world is just too much with us.  We turn on the TV and see violence in the world, 
especially in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories right now.  We don’t know what to 
do, at least until we get the action and prayer request emails from the groups we belong to, 
thankfully.   Then covid on top of it -  and we can’t even get on a plane for a vacation or visit, 
because we’re playing our part in stopping the spread of virus.  At least it is the season to head 
out to the cabin. Or along the beautiful river trails in our city. 

Today’s scripture addresses the longing to withdraw from the fray. At the turn of the 1st century, 
the Christian community faced hostilities. How good it would feel to cut loose and find some 
anonymous place to hole up with their own group, savouring the stories of Jesus; sharing bread 
and wine and prayer; away from the maddening crowd.  

The scripture is John’s sermon, delivered as the instruction of Jesus, to a community that is 
exhausted with the world and ready to be done with it.  The words connect to our contemporary 
exhaustion with the world’s ceaseless violence and corruption, and our frequent feelings of 
despair over the inability to make a difference. But Jesus is crystal clear that there is no escape 
from the realities of the world. He speaks to them in the same world where they live and where 
they will find joy “in themselves” or, to provide another equally valid translation, “among 
themselves”. Yes, they can be a community, and yes, they can find joy in that community, but no, 
the community is not to abandon the world.    No, I wasn’t sent to you to get you out of here, he 
said.   I’m here to send you back into the world, just as God sent me into the world. But first we 
will spend time together, learning and growing and finding joy in ourselves, in creating, in 
mending and healing. I will consecrate your need for growth, truth, and holiness. Then I will send 
you, commission you to go into the world empowered and accompanied by the Spirit, who 
advocates for you, a real and present help to you. 

They are offered an alternative model of living in the world, but not being of it. 

In the history of Christianity there have always been monasteries, convents, places of retreat and 
pilgrimage. Look how popular walking the Camino as pilgrimage has become! Camps and retreat 
centres like Naramata, B.C. have been such places in the United Church. Have some of you 
experienced Naramata Centre in the summer? The classic Naramata week  involved a study 
group in the morning; swimming and resting and playing in the afternoon; speakers and singing 
and waterslides in the evenings. Wonderful children’s programs.  It was a touch of paradise, 
picking luscious ripe cherries, apricots, peaches and plums from the trees planted beside the 
water, just like in our psalm today.  And it was sitting under one of those trees every morning for 



a week, in a study group led by Rev. Dr. Garth Legge of the national United Church staff, that I 
first learned about apartheid in South Africa and the liberation movements calling for our 
solidarity. Headlines in a Penticton newspaper, 1971, quoted Dr. Legge defending The Rev. Tad 
Mitsui, a UCC minister and Japanese Canadian who was detained by the South African police for 
talking about apartheid.  In the mid-70s I fled to Naramata for respite from my exhausting work 
in the inner city of Vancouver. Yet, in that quiet loveliness, my mind was opened to the lives and 
struggles of people far away.  I went back to Vancouver fired up to share what I had learned and 
make common cause.  I found an anti-apartheid group and we went to work on the boycott 
campaign of South African wine- remember that? In recent years I went on one of the United 
Church’s “Come and See” exposure tours of Palestine and Israel –and what I learned rocked my 
assumptions about what was going on there. Then I co-led a “come and see” tour for young 
adults, opening our eyes to the beauty and to the trouble in the Holy Land. 

I think this is what Jesus meant by consecrating our need for growth, truth, and holiness. Then 
commissioned to go out and share in solidarity. 

John and Jesus gave the community an alternative model to being in the world. They consecrated 
a rhythm of rest, retreat, reflection and renewal of minds, bodies and spirits, spending time in 
safe, trusted communities in beautiful places. Then moving out into the world again to risk, act 
and dare.  Educators in the United Church called it the “action/reflection” model.   Communities 
of faith live in a creative tension “in the world and not of the world”. A prayerful community 
takes seriously its intercessory role, in solidarity with the victims of injustice and marginalization, 
while denouncing the root causes of these unjust structures. 

This is how we can engage with the world, but not be consumed with it. Nor take on the values of 
materialism, consumerism, and privilege that is the way of the world.  We are meant to spend 
time in beautiful places, close to nature; we are meant to find joy in creativity,  in playing with 
our children, in music and dance and liturgy and prayer. We are meant to find places and people 
to hear our brokenness, our despair, our grief, our need for healing. And then we are sent out 
out, not alone, but with the authority and accompaniment of the Spirit, who is our advocate, a 
real and present help for us. 

A friend asked why we use the word commissioning at the end of our service.  Our Wed bible 
discussion group thought that the words “ consecrated, sanctified and commissioning” are 
grouped together.  Just as Jesus sent out his followers, Dr. Legge commissioned, sent us out to be 
in solidarity with the people of South African and neighbouring countries.  

There is a duty to share what you have learned.  There is a divine impetus behind what you’re 
being asked to do! You’re offering something some of yourself. God is calling you to  a special 
purpose. God sends you into the world today because you are unique, funny, kind, brave, 
faithful, and so much more. And your special purpose is waiting to be fulfilled only in whatever 
way you are able. And if today you are not sure about what that purpose is, or you don’t feel like 
you are shining, then remember: you can always do acts of kindness as you go about your day.  



We laughed in our Wednesday group when someone spotted a sign saying, “Kind people are 
more valuable to God than mean Christians”, or something to that effect.  

So follow the Divine impetus within, nudging you to rest, have some renewal and reflection time. 
Then the Spirit arrives, breathless, to send you out again, learning, growing, sharing in solidarity, 
loving the world that God loves, and does not leave us alone it, but sends us with companions for 
the journey. 
 
Hymn  VU  373,  As Comes the Breath of Spring         Marcel de la Gorgendiere, Wayne Knouse 
        
 *Prayers of the People  
 
Living Spirit, Advocate, Helper, You move where you will, opening our hearts, minds and hands 
to reach out in solidarity. You move us to be curious, to learn, to change our minds, to act on 
the best truth we have. You stir us to care, to be intrigued by difference, to better understand 
one another.  Bring Your justice-seeking, peace-making energy to the troubled parts of our 
world and our lives. We pray especially today for the people suffering the most in Israel-
Palestine. We pray for a just peace, and for the compassion, courage, and commitment of 
countries around the world to play a positive role. First though, we pray for the violence to stop 
and for immediate care for those who are injured. We give thanks for our United Church of 
Canada’s engagement with peace-making and pray for our Palestinian and Israeli partners in 
mission.  Bring healing to our part of the world as well, in the many ways we need it. Bless all in 
our care with the healing and wholeness they need. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
  
Commissioning and Benediction 
 
 May the blessing of God go before you. 
   May her grace and peace abound. 
   May her Spirit live within you. 
   May her love wrap you ‘round. 
   May her blessing remain with you always. 
   May you walk on holy ground. 
 
Postlude  O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing Patricia Deibert, organ; Frank Harrington, trumpet        

 

 


